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Christic investigation
keeps books open
on Iran/contra scandal

By DANIEL SIEGEL

While Government officials are closing the books on the Iran/
contra affair, the Christic Institute’s civil lawsuit against the private
network behind the scandal is digging deeper into questions left
unexamined by Federal investigators.

The lawsuit was filed in May 1986, six months before the
Iran-contra affair broke nationwide, and names as defendants key
figures implicated in the scandal.

The list of defendants includes Richard Secord and John Singlaub,
both retired major generals; former Central Intelligence Agency
officials Theodore Shackley and Thomas Clines; Iranian business-
man Albert Hakim, and contra chief Adolfo Calero. They will face a
Federal jury later this year on the Institute’s charges of drug
trafficking, gun smuggling, political assassination and international
money deals.

The Institute now has investigative powers protected by the
Federal courts, including the power to subpoena bank records and
to examine scores of witnesses in the United States and Central
America under oath.

The Institute’s investigators believesthat three Government probes
into the Iran/contra affair—the Tower Commission, the joint Con-
gressional hearings last summer and the investigation led by
Independent Counsel Lawrence E. Walsh—have overlooked or
ignored major issues linked to the scandal. Supported by a team of
more than 60 lawyers and researchers, the Institute has already
revealed:

® A large-scale operation involving contras, their private sup-
porters, and certain United States Government officials to smuggle
drugs—mostly cocaine—into the United States to help finance the
contra war.

® The involvement by some of the defendants in illegal covert
warfare activity, stretching back 25 years to secret wars in Cuba,
Laos, Vietnam, Iran and Nicaragua.

continued on page 6
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First election in fifty years

Christic Institute South
wins right to vote
for Keysville blacks

By ASHAKI M. BINTA

Voters in a small black community in Georgia elected their
own town council on Jan. 4, effectively ending a 50-year ban
on self-government in the town.

The 300 residents of Keysville, Ga., have not been able to
elect councilors since 1933, when whites abolished a town
government originally incorporated in 1890. Since then, the
townspeople have had virtually no political rights and no
municipal services. Few houses are equipped with plumbing,
and most residents draw water from wells and carry it to
their homes in buckets. There is no sewage system or fire
department in the town. There are no schools.

Keysville is typical of hundreds of impoverished black
towns throughout the South, many of which are controlled
by whites. “State Highway 88, which meanders through part
of the town, is virtually the only paved surface,” the Associ-
ated Press reported in December. “Sandy roads lined by
scrub brush, rusty cars and barking dogs lead to the shacks
and mobile homes where most of the people live. Some
people have wells and septic tanks. Others haul water and
have crude homemade cesspools.

“The nearest doctor is 10 miles away,” A.P. reported. “The
town has two churches for blacks and one for whites. Whites
live on one side of the highway, blacks on the other.”

After a Keysville home burned to the ground in 1985 while
three fire companies in the county argued about which
should answer the alarm, the black majority decided to
reorganize their defunct town government.

Residents discovered to their surprise that the town char-
ter, inactive since whites stopped calling for local elections in
the 1930’s, was still in force. After nearly a year of maneuver-
ing between the black majority and a faction in the white
minority who opposed self-government, the residents formed
a committee to supervise elections. Whites refused to partici-
pate. An unopposed slate of black candidates was nominated,
and on Dec. 30, 1985, the town’s first black mayor and five
black city councilors were sworn into office. Five hours later,
the white faction obtained a court order blocking the new
municipal government from functioning,

In 1986 Christic Institute South agreed to provide legal
and organizing services to the townspeople. Operating from
offices in North Carolina, C.I. South is the Institute’s division
for racial justice and voting rights.

A petition drive, a demonstration at the Georgia State
Capitol and a lawsuit against Gov. Joe Frank Harris put
pressure on the state government to restore voting rights to
the townspeople. In 1987 the General Assembly enacted
legislation to provide for the reactivation of a defunct town
government, creating a new legal basis for elections.

Despite the new law, the Burke County Board of Elections
at first refused to schedule a new ballot for the Keysville

Town Council, but the Georgia Attorney General ruled in
August that the board was required by the new state law to
organize elections.

However, the faction opposing self-government did not
give up. On Dec. 30, exactly two years after whites obtained
a court order blocking the black council named in 1985,
Superior Court Judge Albert Pickett issued an injunction
halting new elections scheduled for Jan. 4. The faction
disputed Keysville’s boundaries and ‘said the town line should
be redrawn by 200 feet, producing a white majority.

Acting the following day on a motion filed by C.I. South,
Judge Owen Forrester of the Federal District Court reversed
Pickett’s injunction. On the same day, the Justice Department
in Washington announced it would send Federal observers to
monitor the town’s one polling place.

About 90 percent of the blacks and 80 percent of the
whites eligible to vote participated in the election. Emma
Gresham, 64, a black retired school teacher, won the mayor’s
race by 75 votes to 65. She is the same woman originally
elected as mayor in 1985. “I'm convinced that we won a
victory, but the battle is not over,” she told the New York
Times. “It’s terrible, but it seems that people in this town
want us to remain the way we were in 1933.”

Blacks also won four out of five council seats.

C.L South was organized in 1985 to support black commu-
nity activists and elected officials in the region. In addition to
the Keysville case, the southern office has:

® reversed guilty pleas and lifted fines for 39 indigent
members of a tenant organization in Louisiana who were
unconstitutionally arrested during a peaceful protest march.

® joined local counsel and the North Carolina Civil Liber-
ties Union to ward off the threatened indictment on fabri-
cated charges of an outspoken black alderman.

® worked with local attorneys in Alabama to win the
acquittal of Frederick Douglass Daniels, one of eight activists

continued on page 16 B

Christic Institute South staff prepare for court. From
left to right are attorney Gayle Korotkin, Development
Director Ashaki Bina and Executive Director Lewis Pitts.
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North spies on Institute

Secord and North

allocate $130,000
Jor investigation

Retired Air Force Maj. Gen. Richard V. Secord diverted
$130,000 from a secret Swiss bank account to pay for a
covert investigation of the Christic Institute, according to
reports by the Washington Post and Congressional sources.

At the same time, Marine Lt. Col. Oliver North set in
motion an F.B.I. investigation of the Institute. The bureau
closed the investigation when it could find no evidence to
support North’s suspicions that the Institute was supported
by foreign powers.

In a related development, a Federal grand jury is now
exploring allegations that Secord and North organized a
covert operation to spy on United States citizens.

The attempt to use a Government agency and a retired
C.IA. operative to discredit the Institute reflected the fear,
which Secord admitted to a Congressional investigating com-
mittee, that the Institute’s lawsuit might “knock out” secret
military aid to the contras.

The Swiss account, which Secord controlled, was a deposi-
tory for profits from the illegal sales of weapons to Iran and
other secret funds destined for the contras. The former
general is one of 29 defendants in the Institute’s lawsuit
against the “secret government” which organized covert
support for the contras. North is not a defendant.

In December, the Wall Street Journal reported that the
special prosecutor investigating the Iran-contra scandal, Law-
rence Walsh, had decided to ask a grand jury to explore
allegations that Secord and North “ran an illegal domestic
spying operation targeted at some Reagan administration
critics.” According to Christic General Counsel Daniel
Sheehan, the new investigation will probably center on
Glenn Robinette, a former official of the Central Intelligence
Agency hired by Secord to dig up “derogatory information”
about the Institute.

Robinette, Sheehan said, is a 30-year veteran of the C.LA.
who specialized in electronic surveillance, including wiretap-
ping, and the preparation of forged documents. The Institute
has obtained a copy of Robinette’s business calendar, which
shows that the private investigator met frequently with Secord
and other defendants named in the lawsuit.

“The alleged decision by a senior Administration official to
spy on United States citizens may become a far greater
scandal than the sale of weapons to Khomeini,” Sheehan
said. “It’s a warning that no United States citizen is safe from
a single Government official obsessed with national security.
The full truth has to come out on this.”

According to the final report of the House and Senate
committees investigating the Iran-contra scandal, North tried
to use information from Secord’s investigation to discredit

one of the key sources for the Institute’s lawsuit.

Secord paid Robinette more than $60,000 to “investigate
the backgrounds of those behind the Christic lawsuit,” ac-
cording to the Post. The retired general told the newspaper
he feared the lawsuit could expose the secret military supply
operation for the contras, and therefore considered the
payments a legitimate business expense.

In June, Robinette told Congressional committees investi-
gating the Iran-contra affair that his assignment was to obtain
“derogatory” information on the plaintiffs and attorneys in
the lawsuit. Robinette said he paid $7,000 to informants
during a trip to Costa Rica in November, 1986. The former
C.IA. official’s trip came shortly after the first press reports of
the secret arms sales to Iran, but several months after the
Institute filed its lawsuit against Secord and other figures in
the secret contra supply operation.

continued on page 11 B
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Cocaine frame-up in Costa Rica

Phony letter claims
Institute, plaintiffs
shipped drugs

On May 12 last year two American journalists were informed
that a package was waiting for them at the local post office
near their home in San Jose, Costa Rica.

The journalists were Martha Honey and Tony Avirgan,
plaintiffs in the Christic Institute’s lawsuit against the “secret
team.”

When the notice arrived from the post office, several
Christic attorneys and investigators were meeting with Avirgan
and Honey at their home. The journalists sent their Costa
Rican secretary, Carmen Araya, to pick up the package. Five
officers of the narcotics police arrested her as she left the
post office. The narcotics police force, a highly placed official
in the Costa Rican Government has told the Institute, has
been infiltrated with sympathizers of the contra cause.

Araya was then driven to the offices of Judge Carlos Araya
Rivas, who authorized police to open the package. Inside two
books and a letter were discovered. One of the books was
hollow. It contained about 50 grams of a white powder
which the police identified as cocaine.

The return address on the package was “7. Borge, Mana-
gua, Nicaragua,” and the letter found inside was addressed
to “Senores Martha Honey, Anthony Avirgan.” The name
“Tomas” was typed at the bottom of the page. Tomas Borge,
as Nicaragua’s Interior Minister, is the Sandinista official
responsible for internal security.

The letter was clearly a fabrication, implicating Honey,
Avirgan, the Christic Institute, a mysterious “Reverend” and
possibly a United States Senator in drug deals with the
Sandinista Government. “Dear Friends!” it reads in translation
from Spanish. “Thanks very much for your phone call. We
are very thankful for all of your work in Costa Rica which is
definitely producing good results. The commandantes were
very happy with your mission and want me to tell you that.

“The boss is interested in talking to you personally. I want
to pass you some instructions that are very important.

“In accordance with our phone conversation, your trip to
Managua has been planned for the end of May. He wants you
to move it up as soon as possible since your presence here
is urgent.

“The shipment you made in February got to Miami alright
and the Institute already has advised us and soon we will
pick up the money. What we don’t understand is that what
we discussed was a shipment of 500 kilos of top quality.
Nonetheless, the Reverend told us that there were only 400
kilos of quality not like the sample we received from Bolivia.
We are waiting for your arrival in our country to clear this
up.

“I am sending you a sample of what we got from Colom-
bia. The quality doesn’t seem real good to me, nonetheless
you can decide if we should go into business with them. It
appears there are two tons ready at a magnificent price. We

Tony Avirgan and Martha Honey standing in front of their
home in Costa Rica.

will fix the transportation to Costa Rica and to here. Depend-
ing on what you decide, let me know immediately.”

The letter continued: “We are waiting for you to send us
what your good friend J.K. left for us with you in Costa Rica.
Humberto spoke with him by phone and everything is going
just as planned here with Darniel.

“If you can’t send J.K.’s gift, bring it when you come. I
think that’s all for today, brothers. A big hug to our friend
Pavlov and to Lic. Castro.”

“What we have here is a crude fabrication to frame the
journalists who are alleging that the contras organized a
massive drug supply operation to finance their secret war,”
said the Rev. William J. Davis, S]J., co-director of the Christic
Institute. “Clearly some individuals in Costa Rica thought they
could turn the tables by planting drugs and an incriminating
letter. We have good reason to believe that agents working
for the contras in Costa Rica set the whole thing up.”

Father Davis, one of the Institute’s key investigators, is well

.continued on page 11 B
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General Singlaub’s newest war

Retired general
spearbeads campaign
against Institute

“If I were back in Vietnam in a firefight, then I'd ask for
an airstrike to blow the bastards away. But to win this
[fight we need money. To fight the damned Christic Insti-
tute lawsuit takes money.”

B Retired Maj. Gen. John K. Singlaub, from a funding
appeal in the December 1987 issue of Soldier of Fortune

According to a “White Paper” released late last year by the
“Friends of General Singlaub,” the retired Army major gen-
eral is “an American hero of sterling character” and “an
acknowledged leader of anti-communist Freedom Fighters on
eight fronts worldwide.”

But Singlaub, one of the key figures in the Iran-contra
scandal, says he has been forced to shelve programs to help
counterrevolution on a global scale. The reason, Singlaub
told the conservative periodical Human Events, is the Christic
Institute’s lawsuit naming him and 28 others as co-
conspirators in a complex operation to supply the contras
with weapons in violation of United States neutrality, bank-
ing, currency and arms export control laws.

Singlaub and several other defendants have decided to
appeal directly to conservative public opinion in the United
States. His supporters say the retired army general has lived
for years on a humble soldier’s salary. He therefore faces
“ruinous legal costs,” Human Events reported on Nov. 26.
“Instead of going out and pursuing the fund-raising for the
U.S. Council for World Freedom,” an extremist organization
with close ties to the Rev. Sun Myung Moon, “I'm forced to
go out and raise funds to defend myself against this suit,”
Singlaub said. The lawyer defending contra chieftain Adolfo
Calero also complained to Human Events that the Christic
lawsuit was “costly and time-consuming.” Calero is one of the
29 defendants named as co-conspirators by the Institute.

Singlaub supervised assassination programs in Indochina
as chief of the Special Operations Group and later served as
commander of United States forces in South Korea. Fired in
1977 by President Jimmy Carter for insubordination and
transferred to a minor post, he retired from the army and
became a dedicated anti-Communist activist. From 1984 to
1987 he was president of the World Anti-Communist League
(WACL)—an international extremist organization that has
recruited Latin American dictators, death squad leaders and
avowed neo-Nazis—and continues to serve as president of
the league’s affiliate in the United States, the U.S. Council for
World Freedom.

According to the “White Paper” published by Singlaub’s
supporters, the retired general has never “encountered an

Supporters of retired Maj. Gen. John Singlaub claimed
the Christic Institute was more deceptive than the Nazis.

enemy more insidious, or an opponent more deceptive” than
the “so-called Christic Institute,” even when he “dropped
behind Nazi lines to help the French Resistance.” The Insti-
tute’s charges against Singlaub are “shrill, outrageous, totally
unsubstantiated,” according to the paper.

Fellow defendant Richard Secord, a retired major general
in the United States Air Force who served under Singlaub’s
command in Southeast Asia, believes there are sinister forces
behind the Institute’s lawsuit. They are “foreign intelligence
services,” he told Human Events, “working through witting
and unwitting parties, trying to use our own judicial system
against us.”

“Secord’s conspiracy theory is beginning to make the
rounds in extremist circles,” says Convergence Editor Andrew
Lang. The claim originally surfaced in October during a
debate on the C-SPAN cable network between Christic Insti-
tute General Counsel Daniel Sheehan and Cliff Kincaid,
author of the article in Human Events and director of media

continued on page 10 B



